GETTING STARTED WITH JAWS

JUSTIN J. AMBER, ATP

| HAVE NO RELEVANT FINANCIAL RELATIONSHIPS TO
DISCLOSE




GETTING TO KNOW THE
PRESENTER:

* Job Title: Assistive Technology Specialist

* Employer: Easterseals Crossroads (2014-Present);
www.eastersealstech.com

*  Previous Work

* Youth Program Director: accessABILITY Center for
Independent Living (2012-2014)

* Education: Purdue University; B.S. Human Services

e Certifications
 RESNA Certified Assistive Technology Professional

* JAWS Certification from Freedom Scientific (2024)

Crossroads


http://www.eastersealstech.com/

INSTALLING JAWS ON PC COMPUTER

e Visit https://support.freedomscientific.com/Downloads/JAWS to download JAWS software

c %% support.freedomscientific.com/Downloads/JAWS

JAWS Downloads
JAWS Screen Reading Software

The latest version of JAWS can be downloaded using the links below. For new installations, download and save the executable file to your PC and install from there. The
installer can be used for full installations or to update an existing installation already on your computer.

Note: These downloads do not support the JAWS for Kiosk software. For information on obtaining JAWS for Kiosk, visit the TPGi web site or contact your TPGi
representative.

To install additional product languages other than English, select Options from the dialog box that displays after beginning the setup. Note that you can only install
additional languages when performing a full installation and not when updating a version of the software that is already installed.

Learn what is new in JAWS 2026

Note: The following link requires an internet connection during the installation. If you need to install JAWS on a system that does not have an internet connection,
choose the link below to the offline installer for secure environments.

» JAWS 2026.2510.195 - October 2025

JAWS for ARM64 Info and FAQ
Previous versions of JAWS
0 :. e System Recommendations
®e Offline Installer for Secure Environments

easterseals
Crossroads



https://support.freedomscientific.com/Downloads/JAWS

LY JAWS Install Y JAWS Install

[ 1 Welcome to the JAWS Install [ 1 Performing JAWS Install

Press Spacebar to accept the License Agreement followed by Enter to Press Escape to Cancel.
JAWS beain JAWS

SCREEN READER SCREEN READER

Status: Acquiring...

License agreement

Options Install Cancel Cancel

1Y JAaws Setup Information

The setup has made changes that require you to restart your computer.
Would you like to restart now?

e
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CREATING A VISPERO ACCOUNT (JAWS 2026 AND

B

easterseals
Crossroads

EYOND)

The 2026 version of JAWS and beyond will require all users
to create a Vispero account.

After downloading the software from the website, you will
be prompted to sign-in or create an account. If you are
creating an account, you will be required to confirm your
account via email then return to JAWS to complete setup
and enter the Startup Wizard.

This does not apply to previous versions of JAWS. If you
are planning on upgrading, you will be required to
complete this step.

B Account Sign In

Sign In To Your Account

You must sign in with a Vispero account to use JAWS.

@ JAWS will run for a few more minutes to give you time
to complete this step.

~ . -
«7 Sign In with Google

or

Email

Password

Forgot Password?

Sign In With Email

Don't have an account? Create Account




UPDATING AUTHORIZATION

JAWS Activation

pplication requires authorization to run on thi em and will
in 40 Minute Mode. For a full version, please select the
date Authorization button.

Activation Help

Continue to Run in 40 Minute Mode

easterseals
Crossroads

u JAWS Professional

Options Utilities Language  Help

JAWS Version 2026.2510.195

JAWS

SCREEN REAELC

Commands Search INSERT +5SPACE, J
Message Center (4)

Training

JAWS Help Topics

Keyboard Commands

What's New

Web Resources

Technical Support
About JAWS...

Startup Wizard...
Support Tool...
License and Account

Check for Updates...

Manage License

Manage Account Online

Sign Out




JAWS STARTUP WIZARD

* The Startup Wizard is an essential
component for most JAWS users. It
applies settings for novice users all
the way through expert users.

8

easterseals
Crossroads

JAWS Startup Wizard

JAWS

Help Us Improve Freedom Scientific Products

Would you like to participate in our effort to improve Freedom
Scientific Products by submitting anonymous usage data?

& articipate

Cancel




STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...)

Speech Settings

Rate: 66

Punctuation:

e B freedomscientific.com/
v training /JAWS

") Characters

© words

) Characters and Words

Select to use voice commands to perform JAWS actions by
speaking into your computer's microphone.

Enable Voice Assistant

e
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http://freedomscientific.com/training/JAWS
http://freedomscientific.com/training/JAWS

STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...

Run JAWS Settings

If you select "Start JAWS at the logon screen," JAWS will
be loaded at the logon screen.

If you select "Start JAWS after logon for all users," JAWS
will be loaded after logon for all users. You can also
choose how JAWS will be loaded after logon for this user.

Start JAWS at the logon screen
Start JAWS after logon for all users

Start JAWS after logon for this user:

Using the all users setting

~ ]Run JAWS from System Tray

Prompt to confirm when exiting JAWS

e

easterseals
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STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...)

JAWS Startup Wizard

Common

Smart Navigation Use Keyboard Layout:

JAWS e

) Controls Only

| Use Virtual Ribbon Menus

) Tables
_) Controls and Tables

Initial state of NumLock key

© Turn off at startup
) Turn on at startup

Forms Mode
Auto
© semi Auto

(_) Manual _) Do not modify

Cancel

e
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STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...)

JAWS Startup Wizard

Verbosity Settings

J \w S Tutor Messages Verbosity Level
4 © Beginner, Highest

s Intermediate
Announce Menu and Control Help

) Advanced, Lowest
(_) Announce Custom Messages Only

Access Key
Off

© speak all

Speak Menus Only

Speak Dialogs Only

: - Cancel
-:. e | S —

easterseals
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STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...

JAWS Startup Wizard

Braille Translation Settings
Language
JAWS P
EN READE English - United States
Output

Unified English Braille Grade 2

Input

Unified English Braille Grade 2

e
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STARTUP WIZARD (CONTINUED...

JAWS Startup Wizard

Braille Settings

J A\W S Braille Mode

Structured

@ Enable Flash Messages
Reverse Panning Buttons

Enable Word Wrap

Placement of Status cells

Left

Dot Firmness

Finish Cancel

e
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CUSTOMIZATION & OTHER SE

e JAWS users may want to customize other
settings after gaining skills and getting
accustomed to the software

* Users can navigate to JAWS Setting Center by
pressing Insert J, U, E

e

easterseals
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Alternatively, if the JAWS Window is already
in focus, you can press Alt + U then E

Type Keyword to search for setting or tab
then arrow down through categories of
settings

Application: Default (All Applications)

-

H Web / HTML / PDFs
# Forms Mode

+ Text Processing

F Speech Verbosity

+ Speech Options

ech And Sounds Schemes

+ Graphics and Symbols
f Braille

+ Braille and Text Viewers

# Window Classes
+ Keyboard

F Custom Highlight
+ Research It

User

Progress Bar Updates Announcement
5 Second Intervals

Typing Echo

) Words

) Characters and Words

Screen Echo
o No Text
cho Highlighted Text
cho All Text

Typing Interrupt
[ Insert Key Mode

¢ Repeat

v Virtual Viewer on Screen

D Enable Virtual Cursor for Windows Universal Apps
DLower audio volume of programs while JAWS speaks
D Avoid speech cut off when using Bluetooth headphones or some sound cards
[+ Notification Rules Enabled

his group to control keyboard input and screen feedback. Experienced users may prefer to have keyboard echo off or set to words only,

ay find it helpful to hea

ers spe le typing. Typing echo and typing interruption are examples of keyboard input. Screen

mples are screen echo and progress bar announcement.

Cancel




CHANGING VOICE/LANGUAGE

D JAWS Professional

Options Utilities Language Help

Basics...
Voices Voice Adjustment...
Braille... Select a Voice Profile...
 Press Alt + O, V, A to access _
. Early Adopter Program... Add/Remove Voices...
Ad d/Rem ove VOICeS Manage Application Settings...

Restore to Factory Settings... Freedom ;
’ - Scientific
Remote Desktop...

Exit Alt+F4

easterseals
Crossroads



CHANGING VOICE/LANGUAGE

] Add/Remove Vocalizer Expressive Voices

ct a Language English

Premium Voices;

Allison, English Unite
Ava, English Un

Daniel, English British

Install Selected Voices

Remowve a Voice..,

Remove All Voices

e

easterseals
Crossroads




CHANGING VOICE/LANGUAGE

~. Select a Voice Profile

* Press Alt +V, S then arrows in ) Default
the drop-down menu to select Eloquence - (factory)
the Voice you downloaded oauee (o) o
* Tab down to OK, press space AT X 55 (i)
to activate Vocalizer Expressive premium

Serial Number 801

easterseals |
Crossroads



NOTIFICATION SETTINGS

* When setting up a new computer with JAWS, there is an important step to take to ensure
JAWS will run on Startup after running future Windows Updates

* Access notification settings by pressing Windows + |
* Type “Notifications”
* Tab down to Other Notification Settings

e At any point, users can access notifications by pressing Windows + N (Windows 11)

* Navigate by tabbing/using arrows

I:l Show me the Windows welcome experience after updates and
occasionally when [ sign in to highlight what's new and suggested

I:l Suggest ways | can finish setting up my device to get the most out

of Windows
--'-e I:I Get tips, tricks, and suggestions as you use Windows

easterseals
Crossroads
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